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SUBJECT: TODMAN - AJA ESPIL CONVERSATION ON AUGUST 30, 1977 

1 . AFTER INITIAL EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES, AMBASSADOR 
AJA ESPIL RAISED THE NEED FOR SECRETARY VANCE TO VISIT 

ARGENTINA ON HIS TRIP TO BRAZIL IN OCTOBER. HE ARGUED THAT 
IT WOULD STRENGTHEN MODERATE PRESIDENT VIDELA'S HAND 
AGAINST THE MILITARY HARD LINERS, UNDERSCORE THAT THE U.S. 

WAS NOT ONLY CONCERNED WITH BRAZIL BUT ALSO WITH ARGENTINA, 

AND BALANCE PRESIDENT VIDELA'S TRIP TO THE U.S. ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN ASSURED AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL THAT HE 
WOULD INFORM THE SECRETARY OF THE ARGENTINE DESIRE AND 
ADD HIS OWN RECOMMENDATION FAVORING SUCH A VISIT. 

2. AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE EIGHT 
BELT. 212 MODEL COMMERCIAL HELICOPTERS THAT HAD BEEN 
ORDERED SOME TIME AGO BUT NOT APPROVED FOR SALE. AJA 
ESPIL NOTED THAT PRESIDENT VIDELA WAS SOON ARRIVING IN 
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WASHINGTON AND THAT AN ANSWER WAS NEEDED. TODMAN TOLD 
AJA ESPIL THAT A DECISION HAD BEEN MADE; THE HELICOPTERS 
WOULD BE SOLD, BUT THE MACHINE GUN MOUNTS WOULD NOT BE 
PERMITTED ON ANY OF THE PLANES, AND ARMOR PLATING WOULD 


BE ALLOWED ON ONLY THOSE TWO AIRCRAFT USED TO TRANSPORT 
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PRESIDENT VIDELA. TODMAN ALSO INFORMED AIA ESPIL THAT 
ASSURANCES WOULD HAVE TO BE GIVEN BY THE ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENT THAT THE AIRCRAFT WOULD NOT BE USED FOR 
INTERNAL SECURITY PURPOSES. AN AIDE-MEMOIRE WAS GIVEN TO 
THE AMBASSADOR. TODMAN REQUESTED THAT THE ASSURANCES BE 
GIVEN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THE SALE COULD GO 
FORWARD. CHRISTOPHER 
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